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The Boch-Galhau Family
Marthe von Boch was just such a daughter of a wealthy
industrialist as has been depicted in countless novels. She
was very spoilt, very presumptuous and completely un-
interested in politics or any scientific subject. She always
followed the latest fashion in her dress, and was superficial
and as little burdened by education or any other serious
interests as was her husband. But she was rich and related
to numerous influential families, which fact was given due
consideration when Franz von Papen came to choose a wife.
Rene von Boch-Galhau, her father, was a partner in the
great pottery concern of Villeroy & Boch, and moreover
held directorships in numerous large manufacturing firms
in the Rhine and Ruhr, France, Belgium and Luxemburg.
Papen's mother-in-law came of a Luxemburg ^ family,
Pescatore by name, and was likewise related by blood and
marriage with numerous families in Western European
industry, particularly in Luxemburg and France. Rene
von Boch-Galhau died in 1908, and a great part of his
possessions passed to Marthe von Papen and her husband.
(For curiosity's sake it must here be mentioned that the
German Reichschancellor Hermann Miiller, who was at the
head of the German Government two years before Papen,
had been in his time a commercial traveller for the firm of
Villeroy & Boch.)
In his younger days Papen had learnt a little English
and French. By his connection with the house of Villeroy
& Boch he was frequently in French company, but his
English is not by any means perfect.
One of his chief links with the Saar dates from this period,
when he acquired the Wallerfangen estate. In later years
this was always his retreat after botching some task, or when
one of his plans had badly miscarried.
But at that time the career of Franz von Papen, thanks to
his father-in-law's wealth and thanks to his rapid promotion
in the Army, proceeded without let or hindrance. In 1908
he became first lieutenant, and only five years later, in
1913, captain on the General Staff. At that time he was